The Diversity at Russellton Industrial Estate

Located between Alstonville and Wollongbar
on the Plateau is the busy bustling industrial
business centre producing a very broad
diversity of products, trades and services to
be distributed locally or regionally, around
Australia and the world.
These industries provide a wide range of
employment opportunities which helps to
strengthen and grow the local region and
economy. And as these businesses have
grown and expanded, so too has the size of the
industrial area.
Businesses covering the Macadamia Industry,
Rural Agricultural Products, Coffee & Tea
Producing, Boating & Recreational Industry,
Freight & Transport Services, Truck &
Motor Mechanical Vehicle Services, Home
Building & Maintenance Services, Irrigation

and Horticulture Services and through to the
manufacturing & wholesaling of Health, Beauty,
Dental & Personal products are just a sample of
what is on offer.
The diversity has stretched out to include
other businesses such as Accountants, Dance
Training, Hair Salon, Dog Grooming, Fine Bronze
Art, Candle Making and Laundry Services.

Origins of Names
Origin of the name:
ALSTONVILLE

Origin of the name:
WOLLONGBAR

Where Alstonville stands today was originally
known as Duck Creek Mountain, being at the
headwaters of Duck Creek. The first selection in
the district was made by Messrs. Thomas and
Andrew Freeborn.

The origin name Wollongbar is aboriginal and
said to mean “Hole in the ground” – place of the
cunjevoi lily- from Gihabal walam for cunjevoi
plant.

An early selector was Mr. John Perry, who named
his selection “Alstonville”, commemorating the
maiden name of his wife, who was Miss Alston.
Mr. Perry established a store and post office in
conjunction with his property and the name
Duck Creek Mountain gradually gave way to
that of Alstonville.
Mr. Perry later became a member of the
Legislative Assembly and Minister for Public
Instruction. Today the two houses at the
school are named Alston and Perry after these
pioneers.

Origin of name:
RUSSELLTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
In 1987 the rural property name of “Russellton”
was selected as the Russellton Industrial
Estate and was established for the Alstonville
and Wollongbar townships to develop and
grow their own industries for the area which
continues to provide an expanding broad cross
section of businesses, trades and products for
today’s ever changing markets.

These are all services that reach out to the
commercial, domestic and rural industries and
shows it is truly a business centre to offer a lot
to the Northern Rivers district and beyond.
So next time you have a DIY project or need
the services of an expert, tools or products to
complete the job at hand, you can feel confident
that there is a business to suit your particular
needs.
The Russellton Industrial Estate – it’s right at
your doorstep.
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Origin of Names

The Diversity of Businesses Operating
at Russellton Industrial Estate

- How it all began!

While machinery and labour still play a significant
part in building products and services for their
consumers, the distribution plays a much easier
task in these times compared to those earlier years.

Today, the Alstonville Wollongbar Russellton
Industrial Estate businesses have been able to
grow and adapt to the change. Situated between
Lismore and Ballina, there are almost one hundred
different services that can reach out to the whole
Northern Rivers region and beyond.
This is a story on how it all began…
When Richard Craig escaped from the penal colony
of Moreton Bay in 1830 he travelled overland
to Port Macquarie. On the way he learnt of the
massive cedar trees on the Clarence. This led to
the cedargetters coming to the Clarence and later
to the Richmond which became a major industry.
The cedar was first felled near the creeks but was
later hauled to the creeks by bullock team to be
rafted down the river for shipping from Ballina. The
tree became known as ‘red gold.’
After the land was cleared sugar became the major
industry. John Robertson grew the first cane in the
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Alstonville district. Soon mills began to appear and
by November 1884 eleven mills were operating
within 5 km of Alstonville. A mill on Maguires Creek
was known as the Melbourne Company Mill or
Alstonville Sugar Company. In 1889 this mill was
taken over by the Richmond River Sugar Company.
Another large mill developed at Rous and this was
taken over by the Richmond River Company in
1885. Tenders were called for a tramway between
Rous and Alstonville in 1891. This was the first
railway in the area and was even used to transport
Rous residents to Alstonville Show. In October
1898 a major fire destroyed much of the cane from
around Alstonville and towards Tintenbar and the
industry went into decline. Large frosts and poor

Many of the farmers in the district had come
from the Illawarra and Shoalhaven regions of
NSW. They brought with them their expertise in
the co-operative movement and also in farmers’
organisations. The Dairy Farmers’ Union was
established in 1901, the Farmers’ and Settlers’
Association in 1901, the Primary Producers’
... continues page 6
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- How it all began!

Alstonville Wollongbar

As we step into 2017, the Alstonville Wollongbar
region has developed and expanded over the years,
so too have the many different forms of agriculture
to factory style businesses.

Thomas and Andrew Freeborn brought the first
dairy cattle to the district and sold butter to the early
settlers. Spring Hill Dairy Factory was opened at
Wollongbar on 28 August 1889. On 27 November
1890 Alstonville dairy Company established a
factory on Teven Road and in 1900 the NSW
Creamery Company built a factory on Maguires
Creek. This soon became the major factory and
later was taken over by Norco. The Alstonville
factory began exporting to England and several
awards were won in London by buttermaker Reg
Eggins. The opening of the railway from Casino
to Murwillumbah in the 1890s led to many small
factories such as Pearces Creek.

Alstonville Wollongbar

prices also helped contribute to dairying taking
over.

Alstonville Wollongbar - How it all
began – from agriculture to factory!

- How it all began!

In the 1960s and 1970s several dairy farmers
began supplementing their income by growing peas
and peanuts. A peanut factory was established by
the Summerland Nut Company in the old Norco
building in 1961 with peanuts coming from as far
afield as Kingaroy.
Avacados were also grown in the 1990s but these
were affected by disease. When the dairy farmers
began selling out a lot of investors bought the
farms and established macadamia plantations.
This led to the industry becoming very large in the
district with factories established at Alphadale and
also on the industrial estate. It is interesting that
the first commercial macadamia plantation was
established by Charles Staff at Rous in the 1880s.
This area is the home of the ‘bush nut.’ In more
recent times several farmers have grown coffee,
blueberries at Alphadale and there are some small
alpaca herds in the district.

established at Wollongbar. Early experiments were
done on various subtropical species, cereal crops,
sugarcane, fruit and vegetables as well as pasture
grasses, legumes and fodder crops, including both
cattle and sheep. A Regional Veterinary Laboratory
was established in 1968. It became the Wollongbar
Agricultural Institute in October 1990.
And today, while rural and agriculture still play a
prominent part, the Russellton Industrial Estate
businesses have expanded and diversified to meet
the needs of everyone.

Other early settlers grew bananas, peaches,
apricots, pears, oranges, lemons, citrus and
guavas. Nicholas Barlow won a medal at the
France Exhibition in 1880 for his arrowroot. Wheat,
maize and potatoes were also grown.
The Tropical Fruit research Station was established
on Perrys Hill, the first research officer being
appointed in 1960 to study bananas. Later research
was carried out on tropical fruits and vegetables
including avacados, coffee, tea, custard apples,
lychees, guavas, mangoes, citrus, low-chill fruit
and macadamias.
In 1894 a Government Experimental Farm was
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- How it all began!

Alstonville Wollongbar

Union in 1916 and Alstonville Junior Farmers in
1932. The Alstonville Junior Farmers’ Club was a
leader in introducing girls to the movement. This
organization later became Rural Youth.

Alstonville Wollongbar

... continued from page 5 -

Industrial Services Directory & Map

Industrial Services Directory & Map
•
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Auto Electrical Services
Automotive Mechanical Repairs
Boat Building
Building Contractors
Bus Services
Camper Trailer Hire
Candle Manufacture
Canvas Products
Caravan Repairs
Coffee Producer
Charted Accountants
Computer IT Suppliers & Repairs
Dance Group
Dental Suppliers & Repairs
Dog Grooming
Earth Moving
Electrician Services
Electrical Infrastructure Services
Engineering
Engine Reconditioning
Freight Services
Gas Suppliers
Hairdresser
Insulation & Skylight Installations
Kitchen & Cabinet Makers

•
•
•
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Laundry Services
Lawn Moving Sales & Services
Macadamia Nut Manufacturers
National Parks & Wildlife Services
Pottery& Statue Manufacturers
Plumbing Services
Recycle Services
Rural Supplies & Services
Security Services
Shed Suppliers
Shed / Storage Hire
Signs & Banners
Smash Repairs
Steel Kit Homes
Steel Manufacturers
Tank Manufacturers
Tea Manufacturers
Tile Suppliers
Timber Suppliers
Towing Services
Truck & Trailer Repairs
Water Irrigation / Horticulture Suppliers
Tyres / Repairs

….. AND MUCH MORE
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